
 

Dear Members, 
 
Following discussions with the COVID Directions Team in the DHHS (11/9/20), PAC 
has been advised that flights may be undertaken for two reasons, in addition to  
flying expressly authorised under the Permitted Worker Scheme.1 
 
The two additional reasons relate to: 

1. carrying out of corrosion protection of engines in accordance with: 

(a) CASA Airworthiness Bulletin  85-021 Issue 1 – 29 March 2017 – Piston 
Engine Low Utilisation Maintenance Practices: 
https://www.casa.gov.au/files/awb-85-021-issue-1-%E2%80%93-piston-
engine-low-utilisation-maintenance-practices (AWB 85-021); and  

(b) as prescribed by the OEM’s airworthiness requirements, as approved by 
your LAME; and  

2. maintaining commercial pilot currency (ie 3 take offs and landings within past 90 
days). 

Corrosion protection 
 
CIVIL AVIATION REGULATIONS (CARS) 1988 CAR 41 
Maintenance schedule and maintenance instructions 
  
1. The holder of the certificate of registration for a class B aircraft must ensure that 
all maintenance required to be carried out on the aircraft (including any aircraft 
components from time to time included in or fitted to the aircraft) by the aircraft’s 
maintenance schedule is carried out when required by that schedule. Penalty: 50 
penalty units. 
  
2. A person must not use a class B aircraft in an operation if there is not a 
maintenance schedule for the aircraft that includes provision for the maintenance of 
all aircraft components from time to time included in, or fitted to, the aircraft. Penalty: 
50 penalty units. 
  
3. An offence against sub-regulation (1) or (2) is an offence of strict liability (see 
section 6.1 of the Criminal Code 
 
 
AWB 85-021 includes the following advice: 
 
“Experience has shown that the best course of action to reduce the likelihood 

 
1  https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/permitted-worker-scheme-covid-19 



 

of corrosion attack on engine internal surfaces is to fly the aircraft regularly. In 
circumstances where this action is not possible engine preservation 
procedures have been promulgated within engine manufacturer’s instructions 
for continuing airworthiness to combat and minimise the corrosion condition as 
a direct result of engine inactivity”. 
 
The COVID Directions Team has acknowledged the unavailability of resources, 
especially access to a sufficient number of LAMEs, to effectively carry out the 
alternative process identified in AWB 85-021. 
 
PAC does not have authority to provide you with an approval to undertake corrosion 
protection by flying your aircraft.  
 
It is, however, recommend that you discuss the guidance in AWB 85-021 and the 
OEM’s requirements with your LAME to determine whether such a flight is essential 
(i.e. unavoidable) and, if so, have that requirement provided to you in writing and 
included in your maintenance release before you carry out the flight.  
 
Pilot currency 
PAC also does not have authority to approve any flights for the purpose of 
maintaining pilot currency. You should discuss any proposed flight for that purpose 
with your flying instructor, or the Head of Operations, to determine whether the flight 
is essential (ie unavoidable) for maintaining your currency.  
 
Stay at Home/Restricted Activity Directions 
Members are reminded that they must, at all times, observe all other restrictions 
consistent with the Stay at Home Directions2 and the Restricted Activity Directions3. 
 
In particular, you must continue to observe Social Distancing in any event, which 
would mean no passengers, no joy flights, no flying between destinations (unless 
authorised under the Permitted Worker Scheme) and all operations must be 
undertaken safely and with due consideration of the safety of others. 
 
Members must take advice and determine for themselves as to what is essential to 
maintain corrosion protection of engines and pilot currency. 
 
 
Jack Vevers 
President PAC 

 
2  https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/stay-home-directions-restricted-areas-no-12-covid-19-pdf 
3  https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/restricted-activities-directions-restricted-areas-no-8-covid-19-pdf 


